Garsington Parish Council
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Monday 12th April 2010 commencing at 7.30 pm. The Vice-Chairman, Councillor Chris Wright, presided; present were Councillors David Baker, Paul Bolam, Anne Eastwood., John Hieatt and Judith Westgate with Geoff Russell in attendance. Also present were District Councillor Elizabeth Gillespie and six residents.
4/10/1

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Godfrey Eden, who was unwell and Cllr Mike Patrick and County Councillor David Turner who both had business elsewhere.
4/10/2.

Public Participation

Ernie Tipping said that at Pettiwell nothing done about road markings and holes at bottom of the hill while at Greenwoods behind the piles of tyres there is now a tent. The operator of Pony Pursuits is still on site but claims not to be trading, just storing. Mr Tipping said that the manhole cover outside Old Bakehouse still needs repair and that in the burial ground he believed that the new plot, surrounded by stones and planted with flowers, was contrary to rule 24 of the 2007 Regulations. He concluded by reporting that he thought that a recent burial was someone from Blackbird Leys.

Adrian Townsend said that Village Hall Management Committee has completed a feasibility and architectural study for Village Hall renovation. They have al;so organised a consultation meeting with a planning officer but were somewhat horrified that this will have to be paid for.

Mr Townsend asked if the Parish Council would take steps to ensure that it was involved in the consultation process re plans for extension at Ripon College, Cuddesdon. It is very much in view of residents of Wheatley Road and he considers it to be a large commercial development which should not be allowed in the Green Belt. 

District Councillor Elizabeth Gillespie reported that Jane Randle and Gill Oliver has been left SODC Planning; she agreed to request that Garsington PC is consulted re the Ripon College scheme and is given a reasonably period in which to respond. Adrian Townsend said that he already noticed an increase in the number of lights around the outside of the College and EG said she would investigate.

Two residents from Combewell complained about the dumping and burning of rubbish in Kiln Lane. On one occasion about 4 weeks ago it has been necessary for a fire engine to attend. The stream by Kiln Lane has been polluted. District Cllr Gillespie gave the residents the direct telephone number of the District Council’s Environmental Health Department and said that officials should be told immediately there is any further incident of this nature. 

It was agreed that members of the Parish Council should visit the area to assess the situation for themselves, identifying exactly where the dumping and burning of rubbish is taking place so that ownership of the site can be established.

4/10/3.

Declarations of Interest

None

4/10/4.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st March 2010

Cllr M Patrick has asked that under Minute 3/10/6 the section which reads “He said that the main problem is that rainwater falling onto Oxford Road can easily flow into Kiln Lane.” should be changed to “He said that the main problem is that the rainwater falling, collects at the end of Kiln Lane, and does not flow into Oxford Road, as it is in a dip”. This was agreed and the Minutes were signed as a true and accurate record.

4/10/5.

Matters Arising from the Minutes not covered by Agenda

a. The Clerk explained that in Cllr Patrick’s absence he had left any discussion about Emergency Planning from the agenda. He had, however, copied some information on this matter from the County Council’s website and this will be circulated. The subject will be carried forward to a later meeting.

b. The Clerk reported that following a site visit in Southend Peter Ronald has advised that the width of the road is insufficient for speed cushions like the ones in Wheatley Road & Oxford Road. This requires a minimum highway width of 5.2 metres, but Mr Ronald has been seeing widths at best of only 4.8 metres.

The 5.2 metres is made up of 2 x 1.7 metres (for the two speed cushions), a gap in between them of 0.8 metres and 2 x 0.5 metres (each side of the highway for cyclists).

Mr Ronald advises, however, that he could put a single speed hump across the road with the same height as the speed cushions; but this would not be quite the same deterrent to motorists as both sets of wheels would see the same contour.

These are similar to some humps in Wytham (just off the A34 between Abingdon & Oxford). The Clerk said that he has spoken to Mrs Day, the Clerk to Wytham Parish meeting, and she has confirmed that these humps have been effective, a fact also confirmed by Cllr Paul Bolam who knows that village.

It was agreed that Mr Ronald should be told that the Parish Council would like the scheme to be developed so that it could be put to local residents for consultation.

c. The Clerk said that he has not heard further about the plans for a VAS in Oxford Road (at a previous meeting the Parish Council had agreed to request a traffic speed survey) or about the road safety measures proposed outside the school and in Pettiwell. It was known that the County Council now has new contractors for Highways work and that the changeover from one contractor to the other was taking some time.

4/10/6.

County Councillor’s Report

This was postponed until May when the Annual Parish Meeting will also take place.

4/10/7.

District Councillor’s Report

District Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie spoke about enforcement issues to do with 8 Kiln Lane, Greenwoods and Pony Pursuits

Cllr Patrick had raised the issue of 8 Kiln Lane in a message to Cllr Gillespie which said that the ‘mobile home’ now has a brick wall base. He also said that the occupant is now dumping his rubbish on the left hand plot next to him and having bonfires any time of day. The whole area is fast becoming a tip and some of the local residents are now up in arms about the state of this site.

Cllr Gillespie confirmed that the legal department at SODC will commence proceedings against the planning breaches on the field next to Greenwoods in the near future. If there is no compliance with these proceedings within 10 days fines will be imposed. Cllr Gillespie said that would let the Council know how great those fines would be. Cllr Wright said that he has asked Cllr Gillespie for copies of the correspondence that has been sent between her and the enforcement officers over the period since these complaints were first raised.

Cllr Gillespie said that the riding school activities at ‘Pony Pursuits’ have stopped. This means that there is no longer activity that is unlicensed; the continuing presence of a caravan and temporary building is a planning issue.

4/10/8.

Sports & Social Club Lease

Cllr Wright confirmed that he has held a meeting with Tony Price and Suzanne Woodward acting for the Sports & Social Club. He explained the processes necessitated by the Landlord and Tenant Act which require a landlord to give notice to their tenant as to the landlord`s future intentions. The Parish Council had decided to offer the Sports and Social Club a new lease but the Council had also concluded that it was no longer able to subsidise the Club to the very significant extent that it had done in the past. 

No other organisation in the village was in receipt of such subsidies. Cllr Wright said that he had quoted an indicative annual rent of £2,650 reduced to £1,700 and annual service charges of £3,500 reduced to £2,650 which have now been formally confirmed. Cllr Wright also pointed out in his meeting the advice on the documentation required under the Act, stating that the tenant was advised to act promptly.

4/10/9.

Storage of Ride-on Mower

The Council’s insurers have requested that the Clerk supply them with further details of the building. The Clerk has referred their questions to the Chairman who is unwell.

4/10/10.
Road Safety Pettiwell

No progress to report.

4/10/11.
Finance

Balances and cheques for signature

Barclays Current Account at 31st March


£13,998.70

Barclays Tracker Account at 10th March


       £50.93

Bank of Ireland at 5th March

 


£46,169.07

Bank of Scotland Deposit A/c £50,000 deposited for 12 months at 1.09%

The Clerk said that Barclays would offer the Council Business Fixed Rate Bond no 31 with 1.85% gross interest. This Bond commences in mid April 2010 and matures in mid April 2011.

It was agreed that all but a few pence should be withdrawn from the Bank of Ireland Account and paid into Barclays so that this Bond could be taken up as soon as the funds had cleared.

The following cheques were approved for payment:

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (annual sub)



     £30.00

SODC dog hygiene bin emptying





   £133.58

Oxfordshire County Council






     £60.00

G Russell (Clerk’s salary)






   £369.60

G Russell (Admin – one month)





     £72.80

Oxfordshire Business Education Alliance – cheque incorrectly made out – re-done to Oxfordshire County Council

Cllr Bolam will inform the Clerk how the Parish Council’s donation for the project to create a ramp to improve access to the Village School should be paid. The donation amounts to £450 plus VAT which comes to £528.75.

4/10/12
Planning 

a. Application

P10/W0233 11, Poplar Close – Garage conversion (late addition to agenda)

The Council agreed to recommend this application for approval

b. Other planning matters

Tree preservation orders were confirmed on 10th and 24th March, respectively.

These will be circulated. The Parish Council will consider the status of other trees within the Parish and see if other TPOs should be considered.

Stone House 12 & 14 Southend

A certificate has been issued confirming the lawful use of the property as two separate dwellings

4/10/13
Correspondence to Chairman and Clerk

The Council has been invited to send representation to the AGM of CPRE. This will take place at Punches Barn, Waterperry Road, Holton on 5th May commencing 8 p.m. and will be followed by glass of wine. Councillors noted the date and said that they would try to attend.

4/10/14
Village Maintenance 

The Clerk reported that Cllr Patrick had had a look at the style in the top end of Parsler's Piece where there is a large area of mud, on both sides, where the rain runs down the hill and collects at this point. Cllr Patrick recommended that duck boarding should be placed on either side of the style and this was agreed.

Cllr Patrick said that in the Burial Ground he now felt there was no need for any action about the problem tree, after all, as he no longer thinks it likely that the tree will fall in the near future. 

The situation regarding the newly planted grave in the Burial Ground will be held over until the next meeting as the Chairman is not present to update the Council with what he has been informed.

Cllr Hieatt reported some new graffiti and said that he would arrange for the contractor to remove it.

The Council noted that the entrance to the field alongside 115 Southend has been newly re-surfaced and gated.

The Clerk said that following discussion with the Chairman after the last meeting, Nicholsons had been asked to remove the gate that had been vandalised and to repair it at a cost estimated to be around £175 plus VAT. Cllr Mrs Eastwood reported that this has been done.

4/10/15
Council Communications Strategy

This is being dealt with by The Chairman who was absent so the matter will be held over until May meeting.

4/10/16
Bus Stop Lighting

This is being dealt with by The Chairman who was absent so the matter will be held over until May meeting. It was estimated that there are 10 bus stops in the Village.

Meeting closed at 8.38 p.m.

