Garsington Parish Council
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Monday 5th July 2010 commencing at 7.30 pm. The Chairman, Councillor Godfrey Eden, presided; present were Cllrs David Baker, Anne Eastwood, John Hieatt and Mike Patrick with Geoff Russell in attendance. Also present was one member of the public.
7/10/1.

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Paul Bolam who was away on business and Cllr Chris Wright who was on holiday; also on holiday was County Cllr David Turner while District Councillor Elizabeth Gillespie was absent due to a family illness.
7/10/2.

Public Participation
Trish Stableford told the Council that during the course of her recent litter picking in Oxford Road she had found some most unpleasant items. She has reported this to the local newspapers and the story is to appear in The Oxford Mail. At this moment she was unwilling to go into further detail.

The Parish Council took this opportunity to thank Trish Stableford for all the work that she does to keep the neighbourhood tidy; this is something that she has done for many years and the Council is most grateful.
The telegraph pole in Oxford Road opposite Combewell has not been moved.

Through Cllr Mike Patrick a request was made for a charity fund-raising event that is taking place in the Playing Field on Monday 30th August to use the village notice boards for publicity. This was agreed as was the request for some parking to be allowed on the Playing Field. This has already been agreed with the Garsington Sports & Social Club.

7/10/3.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 7th June 2010

After the reporting of the presence of a telegraph pole on the verge in Oxford Road opposite Combewell was added to the Minutes as circulated, they were approved and signed as a true record.

7/10/4

Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere on the agenda

a. The Council noted that the traffic calming scheme for Southend has been designed and sent to County Cllr David Turner for his comments. The proposals will be sent to the Parish Council in time for the next meeting.

b. The Clerk reported that SODC Licensing Department say that no new application for 31 Elm Drive has been received.

c. A date for County Highways to meet the Chairman and Clerk to discuss grass-cutting is still to be confirmed.

d. District Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie has made further investigations about the connection to the public system of the sewer at 33 Elm Drive and she has made contact with the resident.

e. The sign marking entry to the village on Oxford Road has not yet been replaced. In an email addressed to all councillors dated 11th June District Cllr Gillespie confirmed that she had asked for this to be done.

f. The Clerk said that there is no evidence of any planning applications affecting 16 Elm Drive.

g. The Chairman said that there had been no agreement on a new location for the bus stop in Oxford Road and it had therefore been decided to leave it in its present position.

h. The Chairman said that neither Cliff Moss nor anyone else from the Sports & Social Club has been to read the Council’s Minute Books that are being kept at his home for the time being.

i. In response to the request for suggestions about where SODC might position its covert camera to catch fly-tippers the bottom of Pettiwell, Kiln Lane and some gateways off Oxford Road were all possibilities.

j. Nothing further has been heard about the traffic speed survey in Oxford Road.

7/10/5.

Declarations of Interest

None.

7/10/6

County Councillor’s Report

County Cllr David Turner is on holiday

7/10/7

District Councillor’s Report

District Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie is unable to be present due to family illness. In her email addressed to all councillors dated 11th June District Cllr Gillespie said that Mr Allington from SODC’s enforcement team has been asked to revisit the property in Kiln Lane. Cllr Patrick asked if there were any further developments.

7/10/8

Finance

Bank Balances

Barclays Current Account at 30th June




£24,319.67

Barclays Tracker Account at 10th June




       £50.94

Bank of Ireland at 5th July






£40,000.13

Bank of Scotland Deposit A/c £50,000 deposited for 12 months at 1.09%
The following cheques were approved for payment:

ColourPlus (June/July Newsletter)





     £739.11

G Russell (Clerk’s salary)






     £369.60

G Russell (Admin – one month)





       £86.80
7/10/9

Planning 

Applications: None received. The following decisions were noted:

P10/W0241 Ripon College, Cuddesdon; Erection of 3 new buildings comprising a three and a half storey combined teaching and accommodation block, a single storey convent, a chapel and hard and soft landscaping proposals. (As amended by Drawings accompanying Agent's letter dated 14 May 2010).
The application has been granted but with many conditions. The decision notice will be circulated to all councillors.

P10/W0236 land at Brookfield, Watlington Road; 

Erection of four stables and tack room. The application has been granted.

P10/W0574/LB Home Close, 29 Southend

Re-siting of flue and removal of redundant chimney stack
The application has been refused

P10/W0477 127 Oxford Road

Erection of single storey extensions to east and west sides and garage to rear
The application has been granted

7/10/10
Correspondence to Chairman and Clerk

a.
Adrian Duffield’s response to the Parish Council’s formal complaint about the enforcement action concerning the field next to Greenwoods had been circulated for comment.

Cllr Patrick said he believed there are now even more tyres in the field and up to three lorries parked there. It is understood that the field is owned by the same person that owns Greenwoods. Mr Duffield has suggested a meeting with councillors and the Council agreed that this should take place after further evidence has been collected.

b.
The Chairman had received a letter from a resident complaining about the lack of maintenance of a hedge in Kiln Lane and he will talk to the property’s owner.

c.
Commenting about the copy letter from The Baldons Parish Council about the bus service, Cllr Baker said that King’s Copse was now more badly served than ever. There is now a service into Oxford on only one day a week plus a service every Tuesday and Thursday that goes only as far as Cowley.

7/10/11
Village Maintenance

a.
The Chairman said that pavement by the entrance to Scholarswell Farm in Wheatley Road is uneven and that two residents have had falls. The matter needs to be brought to the attention of County Council Highways.

b.
In the Burial Ground a set of priorities needs to be established with an agreed programme of work to be carried out.

c.
Cllr Patrick said that the seat on Clinkards Hill needs repair and the hedge needs cutting back. The Clerk was asked to contact Malcolm Hill to repair the seat and report the hedge to Highways. A drain opposite 69 Oxford Road is blocked and there are holes in the ‘rumble strips’ as you approach the village. Organisers of a party held recently at the Sports Club had brought cars onto the playing field and used the Club’s interior facilities as well. A new sign is needed banning golf practice on the playing field.
7/10/12
Sports & Social Club Lease

No progress to report.

7/10/13
Village School Parking Controls

Mr Tipping is reported to be pleased with the new lines. A Schools Crossing Warden has been appointed with effect from the new term in September.

Janet Bolam has arranged a further meeting with Peter Ronald, the Highways Engineer. The scheme is not completely finished. Cllr Eastwood said that gap allowed as the drop-off area is not as was indicated by the drawing. One of the effects of the scheme having been implemented is that traffic is now going faster. It is feared that a VAS sign imposing a temporary limit of 20 mph is unlikely to be forthcoming. There are doubts about enforcement but in principle the Parish Council will support requests for the lower speed limit to be applied at peak times.
7/10/14
Planning for Emergencies

Cllr Patrick and Cllr Hieatt have drafted a notice for the Newsletter asking for volunteers to join a team of skilled people to start an emergency management team that can cover all aspects that might occur. They are unable to attend the County’s briefing meeting at Crowmarsh on 8th July entitled “Emergency Planning - a Community Approach” due to the late change of date.
The meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

