Garsington Parish Council
The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held in the Village Hall on Monday 1st March 2010 commencing at 7.30 pm. The Chairman, Councillor Godfrey Eden, presided; present were Councillors David Baker, Anne Eastwood, Mike Patrick, Judith Westgate and Chris Wright with Geoff Russell in attendance. Also present were County Councillor David Turner, District Councillor Elizabeth Gillespie and five residents.
3/10/1

Apologies for Absence

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Paul Bolam and John Hieatt who had other commitments. 

3/10/2

Public Participation

Mr Nigel Holmes complained about traffic congestion outside the school. This occurs three times every school day, he said, and coincides with the children arriving and/or going home. The Chairman said that this matter is on the Parish Council’s agenda and that action will be taken in conjunction with both the school and the County Council.
Monica Waud explained why she had not officially told the Parish Council about her approach to the District Council about the licensing of Garsington Opera; it was because the Parish Council is not a statutory consultee in such matters. She asked how best the Parish Council could be kept informed about any similar situation that might arise in the future.

In response to this, and also to matters raised in a letter written to members of the Parish Council by Roger Lloyd-Williams of 73 Southend, the Chairman suggested that, if other councillors agreed, the Council should review its ‘communications strategy’ to cover not only the sort of problems that had recently arisen in connection with the specific matters concerning Garsington Opera but also how the Council’s opinions should be represented to the District Council both directly via the Clerk and also through the District Councillor. Councillors agreed that this should be a matter for further discussion. 
It was noted that the location for Garsington Opera’s productions from 2011 and beyond has not yet been confirmed.

3/10/3

Declarations of Interest

None
3/10/4

Minutes of the Meeting held on 1st February 2010

The Minutes as circulated were approved and signed as a true record.
3/10/5

Matters arising from the Minutes not covered by Agenda

Peter Ronald has said that a traffic calming scheme for Southend will be prepared by no later than mid-April. Mr. Ronald has indicated that a speed survey will be needed before a vehicle activated sign can be approved for Oxford Road. He asked for the Parish Council’s advice as to where this survey should be carried out and it was agreed to recommend the area outside 69 – 71 Oxford Road concentrating upon the traffic coming down the hill.
The Chairman said that he has still not heard from the resident who is believed to have witnessed the incident when a vehicle hit the barrier surrounding the war memorial. He said that if by the next meeting she has still not made a statement it would be necessary to have the damage repaired at the Council’s own expense.
3/10/6

County Councillor’s Report

County Cllr David Turner said that he would inform the Area Highways Inspector that the water leak in Southend has still not been stopped. Cllr Patrick said that nothing has been done to mend the hole in Kiln Lane. He said that the main problem is that the rainwater falling, collects at the end of Kiln Lane, and does not flow into Oxford Road, as it is in a dip.
County Cllr Turner said that he is doing what he can to push through the matters connected with traffic calming, road safety and parking outside the village school.
3/10/7

District Councillor’s Report

District Cllr Elizabeth Gillespie said that the lack of progress to correct the breach of planning control adjacent to Greenwoods meant that the District Council’s enforcement team will now take action. District Cllr Gillespie was told that the Parish Council is very keen that this breach should be ended.
In the matter of Pony Pursuits the identity of the landowner was not known although enquiries will be made through local contacts. The operator has a licence to run this business at another location but this cannot be transferred to the field where she is now operating. A new application has to be made to cover operations at the new site and this would involve an inspection by a vet qualified to advise upon the suitability of the location. If this is not forthcoming the business will have to move.
Through District Cllr Gillespie the planning enforcement section at Crowmarsh has apologised that the Parish Council was not told about recent breaches to the conditions of the licence held by Garsington Opera.
District Cllr Gillespie said that the requirement for the building of 4,000 houses south of Grenoble Road was being removed from the South East Plan.

3/10/8

Sports & Social Club Lease

The Chairman said that he has replied to the letter from Adrian Townsend which was circulated after the last meeting. Since that meeting Mr Townsend had asked for a copy of the original lease agreement and also for copies of the Parish Council’s accounts for the past several years. The Clerk confirmed that these documents had now been supplied to Mr Townsend.
Cllr Chris Wright said that there had been no further meeting with the Sports & Social Club but that one will take place before the Council’s next meeting.
3/10/9

Storage of Ride-on Mower

The Clerk said he was awaiting the valuation of the tractor shed for insurance purposes.
Estimates for servicing the Council’s mowers have been received from Turney’s. The estimate for the Hayter purchased last year had already been queried and the figure reduced after it was realised that some parts are covered by guarantee and should not be charged. The estimate for the ride-on mower purchased in 2008 also seems high and the Clerk will see if an alternative quote can be obtained.
The Council agreed that the Sports Club will be expected to pay two-thirds of the costs of maintaining this mower. Servicing costs must be included in the budgets set for future years.
3/10/10

Road Safety Pettiwell

Peter Ronald has said that he will make a site visit to agree the location of the ‘Slow’ sign on the road. The Council wondered if ‘Dead Slow’ could be the wording. Mr Ronald has confirmed that the new signs to be placed at the bottom of the hill have been ordered for delivery in the new financial year. 
3/10/11

Finance

Barclays Current Account at 26th February

£15,055.76
Bank of Ireland at 5th February 


£46,169.04

Bank of Scotland Deposit A/c £50,000 deposited for 12 months at 1.09%
It was agreed that the Clerk should investigate where the Council could get a better rate of interest for the money that it presently has on deposit with Bank of Ireland.
The following cheques were approved for payment:

ColourPlus (Feb/March)






   £801.61
Benhamlaw Ltd (Lease: amendments to draft)



   £411.25
G Russell (Clerk’s salary)






   £369.60.

G Russell (Admin – one month)





     £64.74

Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (sub) 



     £42.00
Oxford Green Belt Network (sub)





     £15.00

Village Hall Committee – Room Hire for 3 months



     £45.00
Appeals for donations have been received from South Oxfordshire Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers (£50 suggested); St John Ambulance (£100 suggested) and the Oxfordshire Business Education Alliance which is raising funds for a residential week for 14/15 year olds including some who attend Wheatley School; last year the Council had donated £60. It was agreed to make a similar donation this year. Details of the other appeals will be circulated.
3/10/12

Planning 

a.
Application

P10/W0193 Boundary Farm Cottages, Wheatley Road 
Replacement single storey front extension, proposed new single storey rear extension and new side chimney.
The Council considered the proposed alterations to be an improvement and recommended that the application should be approved.
b.
 Other planning matters

The Council noted the following decisions:

PO9/W1007 24 The Hill

Alter existing boundary wall, relocating the existing access to the southwest corner of the property, and provide a uniform boundary wall height in relation to existing garden levels.
Planning Permission granted 3rd February

P10/W0090/AG Lower Farm, Lower Road; Erection of agricultural lean-to

Determined that planning application is not required

3/10/13
Correspondence to Chairman and Clerk

The Parish Council has been invited to send a representative to the first annual meeting of the Thames Valley Neighbour Watch which will be held at Beaconsfield. Cllr John Hieatt is unable to attend, however, and no-one else is available.
3/10/14
Village Maintenance 

The quotes from Ian Young for his regular grass cutting and other annual maintenance routines are in the total sum of £2,875 for the coming year and these were accepted.
The figure for cutting grass in Parslers Piece, however, has not yet been agreed. What the Council requires is the paths and the play area to be mown in alternate months and all the other areas to be cut once a year at a time still to be confirmed. Grass cuttings are to be deposited in the recently planted wooded area. Ian Young will be asked to quote on this specification.
It was agreed that the annual inspection of the Play Area should again be commissioned from PlaySafety, the RoSPA approved inspectors. 

It was noted that the repair to the vandalised gate to Parsler’s Piece had not been completed. The Clerk will take this matter up with Nicholson Nurseries and agree a course of action with the Chairman.
The Clerk reported that he had been notified that the ‘free trees’ scheme has ended.

Cllr Chris Wright said that he regretted that the litter from roadside verges is not removed before the grass on these verges is cut. By cutting up the abandoned articles the mowing process makes the litter problem even more unsightly and the collection even more difficult. If advance warning of grass verge cutting could be given it would give parish councils an opportunity to organise working parties to remove the litter in advance. There may also be issues of public and operator safety.
Information about fly-tipping controls has been received for publication in both the Newsletter and the website. The next Council meeting will discuss the question of planning for an Emergency that has been raised by Cllr Patrick.

3/10/15
Burial Ground

Cllr Patrick will arrange for quotes to be submitted for the required tree work.
The Clerk will contact the Rector to obtain more information about the pastoral issue to which she had referred in a recent message.
3/10/16
Garsington school traffic problems

Peter Ronald has advised the Clerk that County Highways has appointed a new service provider who will take over contractor’s duties with effect from the beginning of April. Until this happens no time-table for the agreed new road markings can be given.
A letter has been received from Janet Bolam on behalf of the school governors giving an update on the school access work, specifically the creation of a ramp where presently there are steps. Wynn Jones had been to the County Council and found out that they own the land at the back of the school, including the steps that the governors wish to change.
In order to get approval to carry out the work the school needs plans and specifications which will cost £450 plus VAT to obtain. This is a modest fee for such work and is being done by a parent who is an architect. The actual work will be costed in two versions: a price if contractors undertake the whole work and a price of materials and essential other costs only. 

The Parish Council considered a request to make a donation to pay for this work. As a school governor Cllr Anne Eastwood declared a personal interest and took no further part in the discussion but all other councillors supported a proposal from Cllr Mike Patrick that the Council should grant this request and the matter was approved unanimously. Although mostly for the benefit of children attending the school and their parents the Council perceived that there is also a general community benefit arising from this project.

3/10/17
Bus Stop Lighting

The meeting between the Chairman and an OCC officer has been set for 10th March.
The Meeting closed at 9.24 p.m.
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